BSQ Monthly Meeting February 2010 Roundup


Hands-On Session: Anne McBurnie on Removing Pups


Anne gave an informative demonstration on removing pups from a Neoregelia and Guzmania.  Her method aims to ensure pups are safely removed.  It involves clearing away the surrounding leaves, then easing the pup out, and most importantly pulling the pup towards you.  And for mother plants still in a good shape, she recommends repotting them.  She demonstrated removing old leaves from base of the plant or in the case of a Neo., trimming the leaves quite significantly so it puts it's effort into producing more pups.  


    .  


Guest Speaker: Dennis Hundscheidt on Tropical Plants


Anne McBurnie introduced Dennis, as a guru of Tropical Gardening, and gave a summary of his history:


As a child his father managed the Oasis Tourist Garden at Sunnybank.  


In 1976 he co-founded the Palm and Cycad Society together with Len Butt.  


He worked as Head Gardener of the Sunnybank Private Hospital for 20 years, winning 6 major awards.  


He has established his own quarantine facility.


He has appeared on Burke's Backyard 6 or 7 times.


His was the very first tropical garden in the Aust. Open garden Scheme.


He is currently involved in the International Cordyline Society.


The topic of Dennis's talk was tropical plants, and he said gardens should reflect a sense of place and climate rather than the style of the house. Tropical gardens typically have very few flowers, but he achieves colour via foliage. They can be drought tolerant and require no artificial watering. 


He then presented a number of plants he recommends for the tropical garden:


Song of India (Pleomele reflexa) which grows to 3-4m, handles full sun also shade, no bugs eat it, it only needs an occasional trim, maybe every 3-4 years, can be used to hide a fence, and is as tough as goat's knees. A related plant, the Song of Jamaica is used by the Brisbane City Council in nature strips.


Crotons which he uses a lot in his garden to provide splashes of colour. The newer varieties have been bred in Belgium to be cold hardy, self branching and lower growing.  Those with a bigger leaf have names that end with the letter A and can handle more shade.    


Cordylines which he started collecting 25 years, when only 5 varieties were available locally. They are easy to grow and propagate – just cut the top off a plant, remove all but 3 leaves and plant up.  No need for rooting powder etc.


Dwarf Umbrella Madam de Smet (Schefflera) which has a yellow stem, and is just a tough as Song of India. It grows in full sun or shade, and may need a trim every 3-4 years. Note: avoid dwarf umbrella “Jacquiline”, which has a green stem, as they still grow large! 


Dracaena which again is tough and hardy, and new varieties such as Colorama and Lemon Surprise are now available.





Due to the shade of a tropical garden, there are typically few flowering plants, perhaps only gingers. So to provide under-storey colour in the shade he uses:


Aglonema with it's colourful foliage, eg BJ Freeman, a new variety from Thailand.  Of the new varieties, the white stemmed varieties appear to be hardier than the pink stemmed ones.


Bromeliads, particularly the following 3 that get the most mention: Neo. Sheba which doesn't have spines and is good around the base of palms; or can be used for vertical gardening by simply nailing the plant to a palm. Also Ae. Blanchetiana, which is tough and thrives on neglect.  Finally Al. Imperialis, which is a dramatic plant and often used as an integral part of the landscape design. However he also uses guzmanias with their soft foliage.


For ground cover, he uses variegated Rhoeo, which prefers full sun, but will die if watered too much.


To provide a canopy, he uses palms. Thirty years ago there were only 5 varieties available locally, however these days you can be selective, and choose varieties that self-clean.  He recommends:


Bamboo, Solitaire, Cascade, New Guinea Cluster and Macarthur palms.


 


A plant which he says doesn't work in the garden, is bamboo. The problems with bamboo include: varieties which are meant to clump often don't, they need to be watered and they drop leaf sheaths.  They can be controlled by kicking off the new shoots, but often will tunnel under fences etc.  





Show & Tell: Bob Cross and Vriesea Megan


Bob showed his Vriesea Megan, which is a albo-marginated cultivar of Vriesea fosteriana (and according to Olive Trevor, named after the Dilling's oldest daughter). Bob said Megan had been a very expensive plant to buy last year.  So in order to get pups from his plant, he'd cut off the flower spike, and initially got 3 pups, which he removed while they were still quite small.  At that stage, he re-potted the plant and fertilised it “like mad”.  His plant now displayed 11 good sized pups. So in total, he'd managed to get 14 pups in 12 months.  He was quite proud of his effort! 





Other Snippets:


90 members attended the meeting, with 1 visitor and 4 apologies


Currently there are 218 financial BSQ members, however the membership fees for 100+ more still need to be processed, with the expected membership for 2010 to be around 340.


Doug Parkinson has resigned as Seed Bank Co-ordinator due to ill health.  However Peter Ball has volunteered for the position. 


The committee has revised the BSQ by-laws, and the latest version is  available on the BSQ website.	


The BSQ Christmas Party this year will be held at the Arana League's Club on Thurs 2nd Dec, and the cost will be approximately $25 per head for a 2 course meal.


All plant sellers at the meetings are reminded to ensure any spilled bark or potting mix is cleaned up after the meeting. 
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