BOOK REVIEW: 5

The Red-Flowered Tillandsias from Brazil by Renate Ehlers, with an english translation by Derek Butcher. This book was published in 1996 by Deutsche Bromelien-Gesellschaft e.V., at Frankfurt, Germany. 

The book has 66 pages, over 30 high quality colour photographs, and about 20 line drawings. For each tillandsia, there is a photograph of a flowering plant, and often a “close up” photograph of its inflorescence.

Tillandsias described are: paraensis, globosa, geminiflora, gardneri, chapeuensis, grazielae, reclinata, sucrei, brachyphylla, heubergeri, thiekenii, sprengeliana, kautskyi, organensis, and roseiflora. For each tillandsia, there is a botanical description, as well as some information on its native habitat and growing requirements.

The book concludes with a botanical key for the tillandsias described in it, and definitions of commonly-used botanical terms.

Those people who do not wish to read the botanical description for each tillandsia, will find the photographs and line drawings give a good idea of what each plant looks like.

If you have an interest in tillandsias, this book is well worth reading. However, some of the plants featured in it are quite rare (at least in Australia).
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