BOOK REVIEW: 2

New Tillandsia Handbook by Hideo Shimizu and Hiroyki Takizawa. Published by Japan Cactus Planning Co. Press in 1998. 

This 134 page book has nearly 450 colour photographs, all of good quality. Both “green-leaved” and “grey-leaved” (or atmospheric) Tillandsias are covered. A few grey-leaved Vrieseas are also illustrated.

The first 24 pages of photographs show a variety of Tillandsias in their native habitats. This is followed by 71 pages of Tillandsias species’ photographs, 41 pages of Tillandsia hybrids (many of which are naturally occurring ones), another page of Tillandsia species, and 2 pages of grey-leaved Vrieseas’ photographs. Over 300 plants, in total, are illustrated.

Every pant is shown in its flowering state, and, in many cases, a “close-up” photograph of the plant’s inflorescence is also provided.

A discussion, written in Japanese, on Tillandsias’ cultural requirements is included in the book. However, plant names, key (in a summarised form) information concerning each plant’s natural habitat and appearance, and a plant index, are presented in English.

There is a very high standard of accuracy throughout the publication.

This book does not provide detailed information on the cultural requirements of individual plants, or a scientific description of them. Further, some of the authors’ comments on a few plants’ cultural requirements should be interpreted with caution, as their growing conditions are quite different to those experienced by most Queensland growers.

However, the many photographs, and the high standard of accuracy, make the book well worth its purchase price for persons interested in Tillandsias.
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