BOOK REVIEW:
BROMELIADS – THE CONNOISSEUR’S GUIDE

This book’s author is Andrew Steens.  It is published in Australia by Florilegium 

Andrew Steens is the author of the very popular Bromeliads for the Contemporary Garden (which can also be purchased from the Society).  That book is primarily aimed at people just starting to grow bromeliads, while this book is more a collection of topics, and plants, of interest to the author.

The book opens with a chapter on bromeliads’ natural habitat and some of the people who collected them.  Some advise on how to build a collection then follows.  Several Queensland growers, namely, Bob Paulsen, Yves Daniel and Lindsay Gerchow, Cheryl Basic, Bromagic Nursery and The Olive Branch, are featured in this chapter.

A chapter on developing new bromeliads, e.g. through hybridisation, is next.  There is some good advice in this chapter on how to pollinate bromeliads, as well as the formation and selection of “sports”.

The main part of the book is a selection of bromeliads that are of personal interest to the author.  While many of these are described as rare, the majority are available in southern Queensland.  While there are significant numbers of aechmeas, alcantareas, guzmanias, nidulariums, tillandsias and vrieseas, by far the largest section is devoted to hybrid neoregelias.  There are, literally, hundreds of colour photographs illustrating the various plants.
A chapter on growing bromeliads in various climates is next, while the book concludes with a comprehensive index.

If you have just started growing bromeliads, then the Society’s publication Starting with Bromeliads, may be more useful to you.  However, the book is well worth buying for the many excellent photographs of a wide range of bromeliads, especially hybrid neoregelias.
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