BOOK REVIEW: THE GREEN-BLOOMING SMALL GREY TILLANDSIAS FROM MEXICO


This book was written by Renate Ehlers, and published by Deutsche Bromelien-Gesellschaft e.V. in 2009.  The English translation was done by Derek Butcher and Dr. Klaus Eistetter.  (The book’s complete text is in both English and German).

The book is 144 A5 pages and has over a 100 excellent, colour photographs.  Maps illustrating the distribution of the tillandsias covered in the book are also provided.

The tillandsias’ range and natural growing conditions form the opening component of the book.  Information on growing conditions is particularly useful, as it provides insights as to how best to grow the plants in cultivation.

Renate then describes the botanical inter-relationships between the various species which have strong linkages to Tillandsia plumosa.
She then provides botanical descriptions, habitat information, and growing tips (for German growing conditions) for the following species: plumosa, atroviridipetala, atroviridipetala v. yagulensis, atroviridipetala v. longepedunculata, mauryana, mauryana fo. secundifolia, ignesiae, caballosensis, grandispica, boqueronensis, penasconensis, teloloapanensis, lepidosepala, tortilis and curvifolia.  (The species underlined are botanically described for the first time).

In all cases, there are excellent, close-up, colour photographs of flowering plant(s) of these tillandsias.  Habitat photographs are also often provided.

The book concludes with distribution maps, a botanical key, list of references, and acknowledgements.

This book is similar in style to the Tillandisa Tectorum Complex by Leiselotte Hromadnik.  (It was published in 2005 by the same publisher).
This book is worth reading by anyone interested in bromeliads.  If you are a tillandsia collector, it is well worth buying.
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