BOOK REVIEW: PITCHER PLANTS OF THE AMERICAS
Pitcher Plants of the Americas was written by Stewart McPherson. It was published by the McDonald & Woodward Publishing Company in 2006.

This book has 317 pages and is profusely illustrated with high quality colour photographs.
The two bromeliad genera covered are: Brocchinia and Catopsis. In both cases, only those species which are considered to be “insect catchers” namely, Catopsis beteroniana, Brochinnia reducta and B. hechtioides, are covered.
A lot of information is given on the natural habitat, growth habits, and insect trapping mechanisms of these plants.
Other genera of pitcher plants covered are: Darlingtonia, Heliamphora, and Sarracenia.

The book contains some excellent ideas on how to grow these plants. It also covers their conservation status.

While the book may appeal more to “pitcher plant enthusiasts”, it comprehensively explores a fascinating, but little known group, namely, the “carnivorous bromeliads”.

Year of review: 2007
