BOOK REVIEW: 

 FRAGMENTS OF THE ATLANTIC FOREST OF NORTHEAST BRAZIL: BIODIVERSITY, CONSERVATION AND THE BROMELIADS
This book was published in 2007 by Andrea Jakobsson Estudio Editorial Ltda.  Its editors (and major authors) are Jose Alves Siqueira Filho and Elton M.C. Leme.  
The book has 415 pages and is profusely illustrated with colour photographs of over 90 bromeliads and their habitats.  Many of the photographs are of flowering specimens.  

The first four chapters cover various topics relevant to the current status of the Atlantic Forest of northern Brazil.  This once extensive forest is now heavily fragmented, and reduced to a very small portion of its former size.  However, it is one of the most botanically diverse habitats in the world, and home to many bromeliads.

Of the 93 species described, 24 are published for the first time.  There are:
Aechmea – 24 species, Ananas – 3, Araeococcus – 1, Billbergia – 2
Bromelia – 1, Canistrum – 4, Cryptanthus – 8, Hohenbergia – 5, Lymania – 1, 
Neoregelia – 1, Orthophytum – 3, Pseudananas – 1, Dyckia – 2, Encholirium – 3, 
Catopsis – 2, Guzmania – 2, Racinaea - 1, Tillandsia – 16, Vriesea – 13.
In each case, the plant is botanically described in considerable detail, followed by a discussion on botanically-related bromeliads, the plant’s habitat, and some notes on its conservation status.  Nearly all species are illustrated by a photograph of its habitat and a close-up of a flowering plant.

Some of the newly described species are highly ornamental such as Aechmea attrovittata (this plant is similar to Ae.orlandiana and Ae.fosteriana).  Unfortunately many of these plants are critically endangered, being restricted to small areas of forest located outside conservation zones such as national parks.

While the book is well worthwhile reading, its price would cause most people to hesitate in purchasing it.  I suggest you borrow the book, if you can, before you consider buying it.
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