BOOK REVIEW:  BROMELIADS UNDER THE MANGO TREE
This book was written, and published, by John Catlan from the Gold Coast, in 2009.

The book has 64, A5 pages.  There are colour photographs of 41 bromeliads (mainly neoregelia hybrids) on the front and back covers, but not elsewhere in the book.

Bromeliads Under the Mango Tree is primarily an introductory book on growing bromeliads.  The book’s Table of Content lists the various topics.

The cultural topics include:

· The distinction between species and hybrids.

· Potting mixes.

· Fertilising.

· Water requirements.

· Removing pups/offsets

More “advanced” topics include:

· Factors that induce variegation.

· Adventitious pups.

· Premature flowering.

· Trichomes.

· Leaf colouration in neoregelias. (This is one of the best, largely non-technical, summaries of this topic that is available anywhere in the world.  This topic is, by itself, worth the book’s purchase price, if you grow neoregelias).

Each of the topics is self-contained and can be read in less than five minutes.  However, I suggest you re-read these topics periodically, because of the information packed into most of them.

John Catlan has given many informative talks to society monthly meetings and bromeliad conferences over the years.  Many of the topics covered in those talks are contained in this book.

Overall, this book is highly recommenced by anyone growing bromeliads.
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